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From the Minister
As I write, it’s a drenching rain outside my 

window and we’re hours away from the Winter 

Solstice.  It seems that we will not witness the 

Winter Solstice Moon—December’s full moon 

that rarely falls on the Solstice. A few of our 

youngest may be around for the next one—in 

2094. As for the rest of us, let’s imagine how 

magnificent it is behind those clouds.  Such is 

the season of faith, imagination, the epiphanies 

of Christmas and the birth of a brand new year. 

While sugar plums are not quite dancing in my 

head, our Christmas Eve service is—my favorite 

worship service to plan and lead.  Some of you 

participate—in song, readings, reflections, 

stories, and sublimely with the candle lighting 

as we gather in a circle and our voices rise to 

the strains of Silent Night.  This is when my 

throat tightens and a few tears find their way 

down my cheeks.  It is especially so this year, for 

this Christmas Eve is my final one with you as 

your minister.   

How now to enhance and deepen our shared 

ministry through these holidays and holy days 

and the next few months.  This weights on my 

heart, for we know and I know acutely that we 

are challenged as a congregation—in growth, 

sustainability, funding, and the second and third 

winds that sustain us through commitments to 

what we begin with high enthusiasm.   

To say that I do not do ministry alone is an 

understatement.  Yet I often find myself 

blaming myself when things go amiss.  Some of 

this is well-deserved as ministerial 

accountability.  Some of it I simply have to 

summon the grace to let go and let be.   

These past few months have been among the 

most intense of my life.  The heart of the 

second phase of my sabbatical was the 

pilgrimage to Viet Nam.  I am sad that you were 

not all there on December 9 when I shared in 

word and image some of this experience.  There 

will be other opportunities for sharing with you, 

and I invite you to come.  On Sunday February 

3, Dr. Edward Tick, co-founder of Soldier’s 

Heart, the non-profit under whose auspices I 

made this pilgrimage, will join me in the pulpit. 

That same weekend Dr. Tick will lead a 

workshop for this congregation and for 

neighboring congregations, not just Unitarian 

Universalist neighbors.  It will be in the middle 

of Tet, the Vietnamese New Year, which holds 

personal poignancy for me.  The epiphanies 

within and beyond this pilgrimage resonate in 

many ways for how we all live our lives and 

process milestones personal and communal.  I 

have been honored to join the Soldier’s Heart 

Board.  

In this season and the months ahead, I pray that 

epiphanies will brim and we will all commit to a 

re-awakening of living this faith that we share.  

Might we be emissaries of joy and commitment 

with one another.  Whatever our individual 

beliefs, we have a gospel of love to celebrate. 

Let us do so with grace, gratitude, and spirit. 

In faith, hope, and love –Rev. Jan
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MINISTER’S HOURS 

Rev. Jan holds office hours Tuesday through 

Friday, 10:30 am to 4:30 pm and by 

appointment.  She is available for pastoral 

emergencies at 781-733-0355. Her day off is 

Monday.  Since she is on two-thirds time, she 

generally takes a week off per month.  In 

January she will be off from January 22-28. If 

you missed her blogs from Viet Nam, you can 

still access them at pastor.uumeriden.org. Stay 

tuned for more occasional blogs. Her December 

9th offering of stories and images from Viet 

Nam, in the setting of Sunday morning worship, 

is available on our website.  

Board of Trustees 
Happy New Year!! We are welcoming the New 

Year with new opportunities and hope.  

This new year the Board of Trustees will work 

with the Leadership Council--the chairs of the 

various councils, committees and teams--to 

meet the goals and objectives drafted at our 

Board Retreat sessions for the current fiscal 

year, which ends on June 30, 2019.  We are 

encouraging each of the councils, committees 

and teams to establish their own goals and 

objectives, which will help steer the course 

through the rest of the church year. The Board 

will hold a follow-up Retreat in February 2019. 

Additionally, the Presidents and Vice Presidents 

of the UU Church in Meriden, UU of Greater 

Bridgeport, and Mattatuck UU Society have met 

twice to discuss how our small UU churches 

could help each other in aspects of church 

infrastructure and programming. Since Rev. Dr. 

Jan Carlsson-Bull has announced that she will 

leave us at the end of our fiscal year, and 

Mattatuck UU is in a similar position of looking 

for an interim minister, we are also exploring 

the possibility of sharing an interim minister for 

one or two years, with the potential to share a 

called/settled minister afterward. We are in the 

beginning stages of these discussions. See the 

mailto:Revjcarlssonbull@uumeriden.org
mailto:president@uumeriden.org
mailto:vp@uumeriden.org
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article on transitional ministry in this 

newsletter. 

Leadership Openings: We are looking for the 

following volunteers: 

• to become co-chairs of the Stewardship 

Committee  

• to chair or co-chair the Children and 

Youth Religious Education (CYRE) 

Committee 

• to fill an At-Large position on the Board 

through the end of the fiscal year 

If you are interested in any of these positions, 

please contact me.  

Donna Stimpson, President 

Transitional Ministry  
I have received many questions about what 

happens after Rev. Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull retires 

from parish ministry. 

First, we would like to acknowledge her many 

accomplishments in the seven-year period we 

have been blessed to have her as our minister, 

and we look forward to continuing working with 

her until June 30th when she has chosen to 

explore new opportunities. 

UU churches go through a transitional period 

before calling another settled minister. During 

this period, we will work with an interim or 

consultant minister for one to two years. At the 

end of November, Trish Schneider and I had a 

telephone/Zoom chat with Christine Purcell, the 

Transitions Program Manager for the New 

England Region of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association to start the conversation about 

what type of ministerial position (an interim or 

a consultant/contract minister) would be most 

faithful to our mission and sustainable for our 

congregation.  We look forward with hope as 

we begin Phase I of a multi-phase process 

toward a new minister. 

Donna Stimpson, President 

Upcoming Services 
www.uucentralct.org/worship 

Sunday January 6th 

“Here Comes the Sun” 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull 

Worship Associate: Jeff May 

Rising on a New Year is the sun, earlier every 

morning.  As the days grow longer, how do we 

welcome the light?  As we kindle our chalice 

Sunday after Sunday, comparing it to the sun 

that rises in the east, how do we live day by day 

into the promise of this light with hearts that 

open, minds that flex, and souls that stretch? 

Intergenerational service. 

Sunday January 13th  

“Old Souls and New” 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull 

Worship Associate: Lynne Grobsky 

Have you ever considered anyone you know “an 

old soul”?  What does that mean for you?  What 

we learn and grow from olds souls in our midst 

and the seasoned wisdom that they represent?  

As for the rest of us, how to grow into wisdom 

that encompasses love and compassion and 

how our shared ministries even now be 

reflecting such wisdom.  On this Sunday we will 

also welcome “new souls”, as members of this 

congregation.  Come, honor, and celebrate. 

Second Sunday Potluck Dinner – Come enjoy 

this post-service time of food and fellowship 

directly after the service honoring our newest 

members. Please bring a salad, entrée, or 

dessert to share. 

Sunday January 20th 

“Was It Only a Dream?” 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull 

w/Angie Swanger 

Worship Associate: John Sepples 

He had a dream.  He pronounced it in view of 

the mountain top but not yet there.  With a 
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vision of what was possible, he moved ever 

closer toward that dream, a journey of promise 

and peril.  Yet, was it only a dream, as we are 

told as children when we wake from a night 

vision that startles us, “It was only a dream.”  

Really?   

Sunday January 27th  

“What Relationship Do You Have with 

Yourself?” 

Worship Leader: Lynne Grobsky 

Worship Associate: Lisa Urso 

How do you see yourself?  Many of us wouldn’t 

talk to our pets as rudely as we talk to 

ourselves.  We are truly our own worst critic.  

Society programs us to identify ourselves with 

things we are not.  Some of us may be obsessed 

with our appearance, our job, our status, our 

material possessions.  How can we get in touch 

with our true selves?  The more we can learn 

about whom we really are, then the greater our 

ability to go with the flow!  

Calendar of Events 
www.uucentralct.org/calendar 

Wednesday, January 9th 7:00 PM 

TED Talk: Where Joy Hides 

 and How to Find it 
We will watch Ingrid Fetell Lee’s TED Talk, “How 

Trees Talk to Each Other,” followed by 

facilitated discussion led by Lynne Grobsky. 

Sunday, January 20th 2:00 PM 

Buddhanature Gathering Group 
A monthly gathering to share our journey on 

the spiritual path. One does not need to identify 

as Buddhist to join us; we welcome anyone who 

has an interest in learning about the beliefs and 

practices of Buddhism. We are an eclectic and 

open-minded group that respects each other’s 

beliefs, practices, and traditions. Gatherings 

may include: guided meditation, discussion of 

an article or short passage we read together 

during group, watching and discussing videos, 

chanting and prayers (only if one feels 

comfortable to join in), and art and creativity to 

help generate reflection on Buddhist beliefs. 

We always include time in our gatherings to 

discuss how members are incorporating their 

beliefs into daily living. We are a heart-centered 

group and enjoy laughing and learning together 

Saturday, February 2nd 10:00 AM 

Creating an Altar 
Would you like to deepen your spiritual 

practice?  On Saturday, February 2nd, Barbara 

Kline will lead a workshop on creating a home 

altar. Find out how easy it is to set up a sacred 

space in your home. Learn the benefits of 

having a sacred space for gathering in prayer 

and/or meditation to foster stronger. 

Ongoing Meetings/Activities 
Anti-Racism Discussion 

January 8th 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

Anti-Racism Discussion continues to examine 

and discuss White Fragility  

Wednesday Worship 
First and Third Wednesday, 7:00 – 7:45 PM 

This twice-a-month gathering brings different 

lay leaders to share some of their spiritual 

practices in an informal, small-group setting. Sit 

in our circle and enjoy readings, chants, music, 

and meditations, ending with a topical 

conversation. 

Women’s Scared Singing Circle 

Tuesdays 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

Small Group Ministry 
In Small Group Ministry, groups of 8-10 

individuals led by trained facilitators meet twice 

monthly to foster friendship and caring, 

enhance spiritual growth, strengthen the fabric 

of this faith community, and provide avenues 

for service. In this intimate setting, we share, 
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listen, and deepen our spiritual understanding 

and explore the paths we are on. What a 

splendid way for newcomers, especially, to 

build meaningful and lasting connections and 

for folks who are well seasoned in 

congregational life to forge new ties with all 

who participate. This year we have one group, 

co-facilitated by Steve Volpini and Kathy 

Lindberg and meeting on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturdays from 10:00 to 12:00 PM. To register, 

contact Steve at stevevolpini2@gmail.com. It’s 

not too late to partake of this enriching 

experience. 

Social Justice Council  
Guest at Your Table (GaYT) 2018-19 

GaYT is the Unitarian Universalist Service 

Committee’s annual intergenerational program 

to raise support for and awareness about key 

human rights issues. 
 

You have received the special "Guest at Your 

Table" boxes, which were handed out at the 

November 25th service. We hope you are 

regularly filling them with coins and currency, 

which will be sent to the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Committee (UUSC) for their good work 

in supporting justice-seeking missions around 

the world. We will collect this money on 

February 10th when we have our annual Stone 

Soup Luncheon after that Sunday's service. 

Please convert the money you have collected 

into a check made out to UUSC. These 

contributions are tax deductible, and a 

contribution of $40 will provide one annual 

adult membership, including regular mailings, 

action alerts, and the newsletter "Rights Now”. 

On February 10th, please bring vegetables 

washed and cut up and ready for the pot so that 

everyone can once again enjoy a delicious Stone 

Soup!                               --Social Justice Council 

2018-2019 GaYT Theme 

Justice Across Borders 

From the Northern Triangle of Central America, 

to deserts of Mexico and Arizona, to detention 

centers in the United States, the road away 

from danger is paved with injustices. Partnering 

with grassroots allies along the Central 

American migration trail, UUSC addresses root 

causes, supports migrants in transit, and 

protects the right to seek asylum.  This year we 

will be supporting our courageous Migrant 

Justice partners. 

Social Justice Activities for January  

• January 8th 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

Anti-Racism Discussion continues to 

view and discuss White Fragility.  

• January 19th, 1:00 to 3:00 PM 

Women’s March CT:  We March On 

State Capitol steps, 210 Capitol Ave, 

Hartford (There are also buses going to 

DC & NYC.) 

• January 21st 8:00 to 10:00 AM  

Martin Luther King Jr./Albert Owens 

Scholarship Breakfast. Maloney High 

School Cafeteria, tickets $10 at the 

door.  All proceeds go to scholarships 

for Meriden youth for their higher 

education goals. 

• January 27th, 9:00 to 10 AM 

Social Justice Council Meeting – ALL are 

WELCOME! In front meeting room at 

UUCM  

Chalice Sanctuary Team 
The CST continues to work to maintain our 

guests and work toward the greater issue of 

justice for undocumented residents of our 

country--or as I have heard them called 

elsewhere, New Americans. 

We have been participating in meetings with 

other sanctuary congregations under the 

auspices of New Sanctuary Connecticut, an 

interfaith group.  The leader of this group, Rev. 

Paul Fleck, from the United Methodist tradition, 
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has been an active member and guide to our 

Chalice Sanctuary Team.  Paul has taken 

another position working for immigrants’ rights, 

and a pastor position at another church, both of 

which are in New York City.  We will miss him 

greatly.  He has been a guide to us on matters 

both practical and moral.  New Sanctuary CT 

and the CST will need to learn how to go on 

without him. 

Members of the Team have participated in 

various rallies and events in the state in support 

of rights for immigrants.  We are mindful that 

we have tasks at our own church but are also 

part of a larger movement. 

We have had wonderful support from the 

outside community in this effort, but I want to 

give special thanks to our fellow UU 

congregation, the Unitarian Society of New 

Haven, located in Hamden.  Several members of 

that congregation also stayed overnight until 

we ended that practice.  They have consistently 

given us support with gift food cards, which 

have supplied the majority of the groceries for 

the Sajutis, which has allowed us to use the rest 

of the donated funds for other expenses.  This 

has made it possible for us to continue this 

effort.   

Sujitno turned 70 on December 15.  A private 

celebration with just our church members was 

held after church on December 16 and a public 

celebration on Wednesday December 19.   

Nancy Burton, nburtoncnm@gmail.com 

Worship Associates 
As we enter the New Year, the winds of change 

are blowing! We Worship Associates will be 

taking on more worship responsibilities as we 

prepare for Rev. Jan’s retirement. We are very 

grateful to those of you who are willing to help. 

If you would like to become more involved, or 

would like to be a Worship Associate, please let 

us know! The Sunday service is the cornerstone 

of our church. In this year’s theme of Soul, our 

goal is to provide uplifting, nurturing, and 

enlightening services. We would welcome any 

ideas you might have to make our services 

more meaningful and helpful.  

Lynne Grobsky, lynnegrobsky@gmail.com 

Barbara Kline, barbarakline93@gmail.com 

Adult Religious Exploration 
If you have any ideas for workshops or 

activities, we would welcome any input.  Our 

goal is to provide activities and workshops to 

nurture, teach, and enrich the lives of our 

community.  Please contact Lynne Grobsky, 

Chairperson, at lynnegrobsky@gmail.com 

Membership Committee 
Sunday, January 6, 12:00 – 2:00 PM 
Have you already participated in a Getting to 
Know U workshop?  Or, are you definitely ready 
to take “the next steps” toward becoming a 
member?  Come participate in this workshop 
that is interactive and informational.  Learn 
more about the faith that is Unitarian 
Universalism and how this congregation seeks 
to live it.  Find out about the expectations of 
membership, and how you would like to tap 
your gifts and talents to enhance 
congregational life. Count on a light lunch and 
activity packets for children.  
 

To learn more and/or register for this 
workshop, please contact Membership Chair 
Molly Nolan at mollybnolan@gmail.com or 
membership@uumeriden.org or Rev. Jan at 
revjcarlssonbull@gmail.com or in person. 

Finance Committee 
Happy New Year! In the December newsletter, 
Donna Stimpson reported that we had a larger 
surplus (from the 17 – 18 budget) than the 
Finance Committee anticipated.  I asked how 
that happened and how we should use the 
surplus. 
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How it happened: Expenses were lower than 
budgeted, and Income was higher than 
anticipated.  On the Expense side: the expenses 
of some of the committees were very low—less 
than 50% of their budget. This occurred 
because some committee members paid for 
expenses out of their own pockets without 
asking for reimbursement. For example, the 
Property Committee provided many in-kind 
services, such as replacing the lights in the front 
room and the kitchen, and donating supplies 
such as paper goods. Thank you! On the Income 
side: Fundraising and rental income were about 
20% greater than budgeted.  
  

How we should use the surplus has been a topic 
of discussion on the Finance Committee and the 
Board of Trustees. We decided to pay off the 
dishwasher loan one year early. Thank you to 
the members who gave us a no-interest loan to 
buy the dishwasher in fiscal year 2016-17.  After 
paying off the dishwasher loan, the Board 
decided that 80% of the remaining surplus 
(which includes an anticipated $400 surplus 
built into the 18 – 19 budget) would be set 
aside for a capital improvements fund or 
building fund. The building fund will be used for 
major repairs and capital expenses such as 
fixing the parking lot. The remaining 20% would 
be set aside for the Ministerial Search 
Committee. The surplus was $6,414.09, 
including the Social Justice Council unexpended 
income of $1,251.42. Although it originally 
appeared that the ’18-’19 budget would have a 
$400 surplus, the Finance Committee doesn’t 
currently anticipate a surplus for this fiscal year: 
Our pledge income looks like it will be less than 
budgeted due to unforeseen circumstances in 
the lives of a couple of members. 
 

Here are the details of how the surplus has 
been allocated: 
Here are the details of how the surplus has 
been allocated: 
Anticipated ’18-’19 budget surplus        $400.00        
Dishwasher loan                            $290.00            
Building Fund                           $4.579.27                                
Ministerial Search Committee              $1,144.82                  
Total Surplus                           $6,414.09 

Other Finance news:  

• The November Treasurer’s report 
wasn’t approved by the Board of 
Trustees due to lack of a quorum. 

• Megumi Yamamoto Memorial Fund: 
Currently, donations totaling $1,420 
have been received.  These funds will 
be used for the CYRE programs that 
were dear to Megumi’s heart. 

Trish Schneider, Treasurer 
 

Holiday Fair 
The second annual Holiday Fair, chaired by 

Diane Szymaszek and Trish Schneider, was a 

great success! We raised over $3,300 this year.  

Thank you so much for all your help! 

The cookie walk was a great success. We were 

out of cookies by about 11:30 AM on Saturday. 

More cookies are needed for next year. Thanks 

to Trish Schneider for organizing the cookie 

walk and the 19 people who baked cookie: 

Penny Barsch, Tina Caplan, Rev. Dr. Jan 

Carlsson-Bull, Jane Dioguardi, Ginny Evensen, 

Harriet Gottlieb, Jennifer Hadley, Janet Hiller, 

Jeanie Jalbert, Angelique Metivier, Maureen 

Muir, Betty Rinaldi, John Sepples, Paula 

Snedeker, Pat Stark, Donna Stimpson, Angie 

Swanger, Diane Szymaszek, and Lisa Urso.   

Thanks to Ginny Evensen, Angelique Metivier, 

Betty Rinaldi, and Trish Schneider for staffing 

the cookie room. 
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We had five more raffle baskets than last year 

with new themes, and it was a wonderful 

success. Thanks to Pat Stark and Paula Snedeker 

for organizing the basket project. Thanks to Tina 

Caplan, Sandy Duffy, Janet Hiller, Kathy 

Lindberg, Linda Galvani (Donna’s sister), Harriet 

Gottlieb, Angelique and Marielle Metivier, 

Maureen Muir, Trish Schneider, Donna 

Stimpson, Dawn Stark, Jennifer Stark, and Diane 

Szymaszek for donating complete baskets or 

items for baskets and helping fill baskets.  

Thanks to Pat Stark, Paula Snedeker and Angie 

Swanger for staffing the booth. 
 

Thanks to Diane Szymaszek for chairing the 

craft sections for another successful year. 

Beautiful artistic crafts were made by artist 

Diane Szymaszek.  The artists-in-training 

included Penny Barsch, Kathy Lindberg, 

Angelique and Marielle Metivier, Trish 

Schneider, Ouida Green, and Donna Stimpson 

who made painted rocks, knitted items, 

ornaments, photo cards, and holiday designs.  

Thanks to Penny Barsch, Jane Dioguardi, Emily 

Kwolek, Lou Rinaldi, Donna Stimpson, and Diane 

Szymaszek for staffing the craft booths. 
 

Thanks to Harriet Gottlieb, Liz Hall, and Kathy 

Lindberg for organizing the Holiday Boutique for 

another successful year.  Thanks to all who 

donated items. Thanks to Ginny Evensen, 

Richard Gault, Harriet Gottlieb, Janet Hiller, 

Kathy Lindberg, and Angie Swanger for setting 

up and staffing the Boutique. 
 

Thanks to Molly Nolan, John Sepples, Tina 

Caplan, and Donna Stimpson for the grilled 

cheese sandwiches and tomato soup in the 

Café.  Many people enjoyed the home-cooked 

fare! Thanks to Randy Heath as Santa and Jane 

Dioguardi as Mrs. Claus for listening to the 

children’s wishes and posing for photos with 

Santa. The donations that were collected were 

used to purchase clothing for the men in Shelter 

NOW in Meriden.  Thanks to Samira Mayers, 

Dani Gomez, Penny Barsch, and James Dawson 

for participating in the children’s activities while 

parents shopped. 
 

Thanks to the greeters, Richard Gault, Janet 

Hiller, Kathy Lindberg, and Maureen Muir, as 

well as the bankers and money counters, Janet 

Hiller and Donna Stimpson. A special thanks to 

all who helped set up and break down for the 

holiday fair (Trish Schneider, Diane Szymaszek, 

Angie Swanger, Harriet Gottlieb, Kathy 

Lindberg, Mark Caplan, Tina Caplan, John 

Sepples, Chet Rynaski, Liz Hall, Deirdre and Cori 

Theriault).   
 

If we made a mistake and missed your name for 

helping out, please let Donna Stimpson know. It 

was not intentional, and we truly want to thank 

each and every one who helped make this 

FUNdraiser a success.  This major event could 

not be done without everyone’s help. Thank 

you!! Thank you!! Thank you!!!  
 

Donna Stimpson, FUNdraising Team Chair 

Kudos and Thank You to: 
I want to thank all of you who donated clothing 

and helped wrap clothes for the men living at 

Shelter NOW (New Opportunities for 

Waterbury), located in Meriden, during this 

holiday season of giving. You are making a 

difference in the lives of these men who have 

fallen on hard times. They are so grateful for 

your acts of kindness and compassion. Thank 

you! Thank you! Thank you!!!! 

Donna Stimpson, President  

Those Who Led December Worship Services 

December 2nd – Thanks to Lynne Grobsky and 

Worship Associate Lisa Urso for leading this 

worship experience that set the tone for what 

we all need during the December holidays. 

December 9th – marked Rev. Jan’s first Sunday 

back in the pulpit (from phase 2 of her 

sabbatical) and describes the intergenerational 
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service in which Jan shared experiences and 

images of her pilgrimage in Viet Nam. So too we 

“returned” to December’s holidays and holy 

days, as we kindled the candles of Hanukkah 

and Advent. Our Second Sunday potluck was 

filled with conversation and edible offerings. 

Thanks to Worship Associates Barbara Kline and 

Jeff May—Barbara, for planning and doing this 

service with Jan, and Jeff, for overseeing the 

display of images and videos. 

December 16th – Thanks to Rev. Jan and 

Worship Associate, Jeff May, for reflections, 

images, songs and sounds on the season at 

hand.  

December 23rd – Thanks to Rev. Jan and 

Worship Associate Lynne Grobsky for planning 

and leading this worship experience in which 

John Sepples, Penny Barsch, and Lisa Urso 

shared their favorite stories of Christmas, with 

Jeff May overseeing the display of images and 

sounds that further brings these stories to life.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Rev. Jan, 

with Worship Associate Lynne Grobsky and the 

exquisite music of Alan Dougherty and guest 

violinist Heidi Ohngemach, presided over this 

traditional candlelight service of the ancient 

stories, candlelight, carols, and the “Silent 

Night” circle that concludes this beloved time 

together.  And thank you to all who brought 

cookies to share for festive fellowship 

afterwards. 

December 30th – To Lynne Grobsky and Worship 

Associate John Sepples for leading this last 

service of the year through celebrating 

friendships, reflecting on the year past, and 

marking new beginnings. 

Our Property Committee and specifically Randy 

Heath, who has stepped up on a moment’s 

notice to repair plumbing challenges in the 

kitchen and Donna Stimpson, who regularly 

gathers trash and recycling and carries them off 

to the waiting receptacles! Thank you to all who 

pitch in to sustain and renew our facilities. 

Thank you to Bob Reutenauer for procuring new 

eyeglasses for Sujitno Sajuti. 

Penny Barsch, who with Rev. Jan continues to 

write thank you notes to the congregations and 

individuals contributing to the needs of our 

ongoing ministry of sanctuary.  

All on our Chalice Sanctuary Team, who 

persevere in the multiple ways in which we 

practice this ministry, and especially to Nancy 

Burton, who continues as Coordinator. 

All who have supplemented our pastoral care 

by sending notes, calling, and calling on 

members and friends moving through difficult 

times.   

For all who contributed generously to the 

Megumi Yamamoto Memorial Fund. 

For all of you who join in the lodestar of our 

congregational life—Sunday morning worship—

by your participation and your presence. 

Thank you for all who should have been cited 

but were overlooked.   

Loving Wishes to: 
Connie Florio Welton, who continues to 

recuperate from hip surgery at Coccomo/Apple 

Rehab Center at 33 Cone Avenue in Meriden.  It 

is likely that she will soon be home.  Why not 

give her a call, send a card, or even ask if it’s 

timely to visit. 

Scott Barnard, who continues to receive 

treatment for lung cancer and cope with ALS.   

Penny Barsch, who is on the mend from surgery 

on December 12 at the hospital in New Britain. 

Nancy Burton, who is recovering at home from 

rotator cuff surgery on December 18 at St. 

Francis Hospital.  If you are willing to prepare a 

few dinners for Nancy during her recovery, 
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please coordinate with Rev. Jan 

revjcarlssonbull@gmail.com.   

Sujitno and Dahlia Sajuti, who hold hope every 

day that they might gain their freedom to 

remain in this country.  It is not easy to be in 

sanctuary for such a prolonged period. As of 

January 9, it will be 15 months! 

All who are moving through difficult times. 

Congratulations to: 
Hannah Berg, daughter of Trish Schneider and 

Norman Berg.  Hannah recently received her 

bachelor’s degree from New York University in 

Global Public Health and Anthropology.  Brava, 

Hannah! 

If you know someone who has contributed to 

this church in a distinctive way or someone 

whose life happenings call for special wishes, 

please let Rev. Jan know at 

revjcarlssonbull@uumeriden.org so that we 

might extend Kudos, Thank You or 

Congratulations in our next newsletter!

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Meriden 

328 Paddock Avenue 

Meriden, CT 06450 
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